
Executive Emergency Provision 
 
This decision is to be made by the Chief Executive pursuant to the following provisions in Part 
3 Paragraph 9.3.2.: 
 
“Exceptionally … notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, the Chief Executive shall be 
authorised to exercise either executive or non-executive functions where the matter is urgent 
unless this is prohibited by law.” 
 
The current situation in respect of the Coronavirus: COVID 19 is an exceptional circumstance.   
 

Council Tax: 13A Hardship payments for 2020/21 

Approval is being sought: 
 

1. That the Chief Executive exercises her urgency powers to agree to the 
amendment of the Council’s s13A(1)(c) policy to allow implementation of the 
£150 payment as set out in the Government Guidance.  

2. The Chief Executive notes the Director of Finance and Strategic Director of 
Customer and Digital Services in consultation with the Lead Member for 
Housing and Welfare Reform to implement the payments. by way of system 
adjustment  

3. A further report will be presented to Cabinet to expand on the use of section 
13A(1)(c) and other mechanisms to provide financial relief using the 
government funding provided to residents affected by the Covid-19 pandemic 
during 2020/21 from any surplus funds from the grant. 

 
The decision proposed in this report is urgent in current circumstances because: 
 
The Government guidance requires the payments be expedited.  Software has now been 
provided and tested to make the payments and furthermore there is a need to contact 
customers to provide support where they still have a liability to pay council tax, but it is 
important to make the £150 payment first. 
 
This decision is a key decision and any delay in implementing it would seriously prejudice the 
Council’s or the Public Interest within the meaning of Standing Order 14.  The provision for 
call-in of key decisions under Standing Order 14 shall therefore not apply to this decision. 
 
 

Approved by: Chief Executive 

Signed: C. Downs 

Date: 28.05.20 

Date Leader or Deputy Leader, relevant Lead Member and Leader of the Opposition notified 

of decision made: 


